
President’s Message

Happy Heart Month. 

Welcome new member Christine Chesser and
returning member Janine Truelove.

A big thank you and welcome to Carol Holmes
Kerr who has volunteered to become our new
Membership Secretary. Carol has probably
worn all the ‘Hats’ in the Ottawa Guild of
Potters.

Carmen Gervais has organized two amazing in
person and hands-on workshops. The first is a
Nerikomi workshop by the renowned Eiko
Maeda on February 15 and 16 at the Nepean
Visual Arts Centre. Application is on line now. 

The second is a Throwing Large with Keifer
Floreal, a finalist in the Great Canadian Pottery
Throwdown, on March 8 and 9. Details to
follow.

Look for information on the Library Update
in the Newsletter. I’m very excited about it.

Spring Sale applications will go online on
March 1st to March 25th or until we reach
our maximum capacity of 40 participants.

See you on Tuesday night at 6:30 via Zoom
for the February General Meeting. The
program will be Tips and Ticks: Pottery
Hacks from sophisticated to the Dollar
store. Come ready to learn and share your
best tricks, along with favourite Facebook,
Instagram and pottery websites.

Monthly Newsletter
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Membership has reached 166!

Julie Lepage: Artist Bio: My pottery journey began with lessons through the city in 2020. I loved learning
the craft, but when the prices increased for studio time, I decided to take a leap and set up a small home
studio. Since my kiln is quite small, I embraced the challenge of creating small things, this is where my
little Pottery ghost came to life.

Christine Chesser: I have been working with clay for 10 years. I have taught wheel classes for a few years
at several local studios, and my work has been sold in stores in Ottawa and across the country.

Artist Inspiration:  I love pottery and working with clay because it is a mindful meditation for me, where I
get to tap in to my inner creative voice. I love the tactile sensation of the clay and how it sometimes
surprises me and astounds me with how it turns out in the end.

Janine Truelove: Welcome back!

Membership Committee Report

by Carol Holmes-Kerr



Sales Committee

Spring Sale May 2-4, 2025 Horticulture
Building, Lansdowne Park.

The Spring Sale application will go online
on the Ottawa Guild of Potters website
(Members Area, Current Sale) on March
1st and closing March 25th, 2025 or until
we reach the maximum number of booth
spaces, 40. Remember you can share a
booth.

Booth fees will remain the same; 
     ~ 4x3 Floor: $ 150.00 CAD 
     ~ 6x3 Floor: $ 220.00 CAD 
     ~ 6x4 Window/Wall (maximum 10
window/wall spaces): $ 250.00 CAD

There is a discount of $55.00 for a 4x3
Floor space for first-time sale participants.

Please ensure that you have read the
updated Sale Handbook, Shift Description,
and Job Description available on the
Current Sale page of the website.

Note: You must renew your OGP
Membership on April 1st. 2025. Your
application acceptance is contingent on
you being a ‘Member in good standing’. 

The Sales Committee met to review the
Holiday Sale. We have identified areas for
improvement such as Shift training, and
scheduling more shifts in busier times. 

We have created a short Jotform survey
that you will receive through the Guild
Forum. Please share any thoughts on
improving the Sale experience for
participants and customers.

2025 FEBRUARY

by Liz Fournier

PAGE 2

As you know, since COVID hit in 2020, we have not had
access to our library, which was a major part of our in-
person meetings. Since things opened up, the executive
has been looking for ways to bring the library back to the
Community Centre but the city is no longer interested in
allowing us to keep our materials on site.

We have been looking for solutions to this issue for the
past several months, and are really excited to tell you
that we think we have found one. 

The Ceramic Arts Network offers an online resource they
call the iCAN Silver membership. This includes all of their
subscription products: Ceramics Monthly, Pottery Making
Illustrated, CLAYflicks and Ceramic Recipes. This
membership will be for Guild members only, and will
give you access to unlimited streaming of video
workshops, glaze recipes – all the exclusive benefits to
improve your art and build your skills. 

Pending the financial approval of the executive, we will
have this in place in the next few weeks. Click this link if
you want more information:
https://ceramicartsnetwork.org/ican-membership

by Natalie Gosselin

OGP Library Update

https://ceramicartsnetwork.org/ican-membership


Follow us on social media: Instagram @ottawapotters
Facebook @ottawaguildofpotters

And join our MEMBERS ONLY Facebook group:
The Ottawa Guild of Potters Members Group

It’s a place for Guild members to connect and share.

It’s a new year, and time for a new communications banner. We hope you like it!

How Doing Pottery is Like Volunteering with the OGP
We received a very positive response to the How Doing Pottery is Like Volunteering with
the OGP campaign that we ran in January. Thank you! Here’s a shout out (from Lisa) to
Nancy for coming up with the great idea and the design execution! Better yet, the
campaign helped stir up responses for some of the positions. Yay!

However, we aren’t done. The guild continues to look for a Treasurer and Meeting
Secretary. If you are interested in helping fill these positions, but aren’t sure about the
time commitment or the responsibilities, please send us an email or contact any of the
guild execs. Someone will be able to help answer your questions about the roles so that
you can determine your ability to help. 

Great Bowls of Fire
The primary communications focus for February and March is the launch of Great Bowls
of Fire. We can’t wait to see all of the lovely bowls the participating potters are busily
making, and hear about the lineup of restaurants and bakeries. I’m getting hungry
thinking about it. 

Website Refresh
Last year, Nancy and I approached the exec team and Dave (our OGP web admin) with
a proof of concept proposal to refresh the website. Happily, we got the green light to
pursue the idea. After a lot of design research and technical guidance from Dave, we are
now at the point where we are creating a design prototype in a sandbox version of the
website. Sandbox is a fancy technical term that means Dave created a test environment
(copy) of the website, and we can play around in it to try our design ideas without fear of
breaking or crashing the real website. Here’s another shout out, this time to Dave, who’s
advice and sandbox demos via Zoom have been very informative and helpful. 
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The website refresh project is currently at the very early, exploratory stages. We will
share more in the coming months.

Here is an excerpt from the initial proposal to help members understand the drivers
and purpose of the refresh.

“In 2010, the OGP developed a Strategic Communications Plan, to increase
awareness of the guild and attract a younger audience, using traditional media, such
as print and advertising, with minimal emphasis on the website. Over the past 14
years, Google has become a verb, with a tidal shift to digital information sources.
Since our rebranding in 2020, we have significantly boosted our social media
presence, leading to increased membership and engagement from younger, creative
members.

We celebrated our 50th anniversary in 2023 with three impactful events:
Capital Creates special exhibition at the OAG
inaugural Ottawa Clay Festival expanding upon our Spring Sale and Annual
Juried Exhibition
50 Pots in 50 Spots interactive event.

These initiatives have enhanced our visibility.

Today, the guild has*:
149 members, high school students to retirees
2,100+ Facebook followers
104 members in our private Facebook group
nearly 1,800 Instagram followers

Social media is now our primary promotional tool, effectively driving traffic to our
website, where visitors will look to find out more.

Our website now serves as the guild’s information hub, for both potters and the
community. We aim to take the bold step to refresh our website, to better reflect the
dynamic spirit of the Ottawa Guild of Potters.”

*These numbers are outdated and reflective of last year. Membership and online
engagement numbers continue to increase since the time of writing the proposal.

Welcome Dawn
Hmm, the title sounds like a song. Well, Nancy and I are singing because Dawn
McLeod has joined our little, but savvy, communications team and is currently
helping with the GBoF campaign. I’ll say it again, welcome Dawn!

Nancy Riggs & Lisa Butler



Looking ahead to the Annual
Juried Exhibition! Applications
will open in April, so we hope
you're beginning to work on
pieces. We're so excited to have
Sequoia Miller, the Chief Curator
for the Gardiner Museum, this
year. 

Pot Talks! Next meeting in
March

The Exhibitions Committee is
also looking at hosting another
Pot Talk in March. This will be a
great opportunity to talk about
the work you're planning on
submitting to the Annual
Exhibition. Thank you to
everyone who attended and
shared in our first Pot Talk this
past month!

Elizabeth Davies, Joanna Richardson

With regret, the Exhibitions Committee has
decided that the March 2025 Celebrating Clay
Group Show will be cancelled for this year due to
lack of submissions. We give our deepest thanks to
the four members who each submitted one piece,
however we needed a minimum number of 12
pieces to run the exhibition.

The Exhibitions Committee will be reviewing the
exhibition opportunities and criteria to make sure
that what we are offering will best suit our
members. If you have any suggestions, or any
reason that held you back from applying to the
group exhibition, we would be grateful for your
feedback. Please email us at
exhibitions@ottawaguildofpotters.ca

Exhibitions Committee

2025 FEBRUARYPAGE 5

As always, your Friendly Exhibitions Committee is here to serve you. Please don't hesitate to reach out
to us with ideas, feedback, or to get help with a project or application!

mailto:exhibitions@ottawaguildofpotters.ca


Two exciting workshops are coming up! 

February 15 & 16 
Nerikomi workshop with Eiko Maeda: two-day, hands-on, being held at the
Nepean Visual Arts Centre. Registration is only open to members of the Ottawa
Guild of Potters and there is a maximum of 14 participants.  Registration is $275
and there are only a few spots still open! 

March 8 & 9 
Throwing large (hands-on) workshop with Kiefer Floreal (finalist in the Great
Canadian Pottery Throw Down) at Gladstone Clayworks. 

There will be three different experiences offered: 
One day hands-on workshop: sign up for either Saturday or Sunday ($225)
Two day hands-on workshop: sign up for both days to take it to another level!
($450)
One day observer workshop: participants can register as an observer ($125) 

Workshop description and registration opening soon!

As always, I’m interested in your ongoing feedback and ideas – you can reach
me at activity@ottawaguildofpotters.ca.

Carmen Gervais

Activities & Programs
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https://kflorealpottery.ca/
https://www.cbc.ca/television/kiefer-floreal-the-great-canadian-pottery-throw-down-potter-bio-1.7062900
https://www.cbc.ca/television/kiefer-floreal-the-great-canadian-pottery-throw-down-potter-bio-1.7062900
mailto:activity@ottawaguildofpotters.ca

